1980

Esther Lee Yao was first contacted and recruited by Esther Kee of the National Democrat Committee in Feb. 1980 to support President Carter’s re-election because she recognized Dr. Yao’s  leadership via OCA and OCAW involvement. In the beginning Dr. Yao was excited by the possibility to become an appointed delegate to the National Convention. 

She discussed her possible political involvement with Rev. David Chan. He pointed out that she needs to make sure that her family life and church services would not be affected. She also took her then husband, Dr. Stanton Yao’s suggestion to study the platform of the Democrat Party.  She went to the University Library to compare the platforms of both parties and came to realize that Democrat Party is not the one for her.  Thus, she decide to take part in the GOP.  

Meanwhile, she was advised by John Wu who was Reagan appointee as assistant deputy secretary of Adult Education in the US Office of Education, later Dept. of Education to become partisan.  He pointed out it’s impossible for those highly qualified OCA members to get appointed unless you are involved in the party.  

One day, Stanton learned from the local newspaper that the Bay Area Republican Women’s Club was having a meeting and Vicki Hapke was the contact person. So Esther called Vicki who immediately paid a visit with a lot of books about the philosophy of the party and party leaders, such as the presidential candidate Ronald Reagan and Congressman Jack Kemp.  She recruited me for working with her at the Reagan’s campaign. Consequently, Esther was able to become a delegate to the district convention and serve as the vice chair for Pages with Vicki.  Since then, Vicki had become Esther’s political mentor in TX until Vicki’ move to other state. Because of Esther’s tireless campaign efforts for Reagan she felt she could try to serve on certain volunteer committee at the federal level as inspired by John Wu.

1981

The Yaos began entertaining politicians and political candidates at home either for Chinese dinners or for them to meet with local Chinese and non-Chinese voters.

Esther was active at the Bay Area Republican Women’s Club and became involved in the district and state conventions committees.  The GOP women admired and supported her only until she ran for Congress against another white woman, Dolly Madison MacKanna. At that time, most of the women were for MacKanna. She hosted several luncheons for the women’s club for fundraising purposes including the one on May 13, 1981. I also spoke at the luncheon about Chinese immigrants. 

By mid-1981, Esther started actively seeking volunteer (non-paid) federal appointment via her contacts at both local and Washington, DC. She rallied her GOP friends’ support and recommendation during the summer of 1981.  She was initially inspired by some Chinese American leaders of OCA and OCAW while she was first involved in these organizations at the national level.  Soon after Reagan got elected she contacted Sheila Wilkes, the director of Presidential Personnel Office of TX to express her interest to serve. 

1982

Involved in State Representative Rand Pennington’s re-election.  He was Esther’s state representative and very conservative.  He and his wife Paula attended the same church, Sagemont Baptist Church with Esther.  Esther did not stay in that church long due to her commitment to the newly formed Chinese church.  We invited them over for Chinese dinner in both February 81 and 82. 

Meanwhile, Esther also supported Buster Brown’s reelection as state senator. 

Vicki recruited Esther for Congressman Jimmy Collins’ bid for the US Senate. Esther arranged him to meet the Asian leaders and newspaper publishers on April 11, 1982.  

Esther also supported Mike Faubion for US Congress since the incumbent was a Democrat. Hosted the first event for them at home on Feb. 6, 1982. 

As a result of Esther’s contribution to the Party she felt it’s time for her to serve on some national educational committees where she could share her expertise with certain decision makers.  Thus, she continued her efforts with input from Mr. John Wu of the US Dept. of Education.  He was then the deputy assistant secretary of Adult Education and the highest ranking Chinese in the Reagan’s administration at that time. No other Chinese American people had held higher position than his.

Esther was a delegate to the Senatorial district #11 convention on May 15, 1982 and delegate to the state convention in Austin, from September 10 to 11 after two years of active involvement in the party. At that time the governor was Bill Clements and     George Strake was running for Lt. Governor. He lost the race and later became the GOP state chair and supported Asian’s participation greatly. At that time, Russ Mather served as the County GOP Chair.  Russ supported the Asian group and allowed Esther to use the county office for their planning meetings for special events.

Like OCA Houston Chapter, Esther founded the Texas Chapter of Asian American National Republic Federation (TAANRF) under the Asian American National Republican Federation (AANRF) in 1982. Since she organized the group again, she let other people take the leadership role as she did with the OCA chapter.  This time with great efforts she was able to fine an old timer Chinese Americans from Houston Chinatown.  Traditionally, Chinese Americans either foreign born or American born tended to vote for Democrat not Republican. Thus, it was not easy to get the old timers involved. She had to rely on the new immigrants including all Asian groups, i.e., Singh from India and Southeast Asian refugees. She invited Bill Ong, a native Houstonian Chinese to serve as the first chairman while she served as program coordinator for the 500 people event held at the Adams Mark Hotel, Sunday, October 24, 1982, 7:00-10:00 pm. She invited all the 1982 GOP statewide candidates and office holders.  She delivered an opening speech. Mrs. Chennault was invited for this inaugural event. This was the first time Esther met Anna Chennault. 

