		

	Dr. Esther S. Lee Bearden retired from Troy University, Montgomery Campus as a professor and the Dean of the Graduate School in January 2006.  After earning her Ph.D. from Purdue University at the age of 26, Dr. Bearden taught at the University of Houston Clear Lake, Southern  Arkansas University, and DePauw University for a total of 21 years.  In addition, she was Deputy Director of the U.S. Department of Education, and a member of the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles.  Dr. Bearden was named Outstanding Young Woman of America in 1978, received the U.S. Presidential Achievement Award in 1982 and Fulbright Scholarship Award to India in 1987. She is the recipient of the 2001 Outstanding Alumna of National Taiwan Normal University and the 2003 Distinguished Education Alumni Award of Distinction of Purdue University. She has also been listed in a number of publications of Who's Who. Dr. Bearden is a prolific and dynamic bilingual columnist and speaker. In addition to writing eight books and over 50 published professional articles, she has received several research grants funded by federal agencies and private foundations. In the community at large, she has been appointed at various times to more than 30 commissions, councils, and committees by the U.S. Congress, Presidents, and governors, including the presidential Fulbright Scholarship Board and Congressional Commission for the Study of International Migration and Cooperative Economic Development. Her worldwide travels of over 50 nations have enriched her personal as well as professional life. 
 



	

	


